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Outcome of the 23rd Meeting of the  
Response Working Group (RESPONSE 23-2017) 

Introduction  
0.1 The 23rd Meeting of the HELCOM Response Working Group (RESPONSE 23-2017) was held on 
14-16 June 2017 in Helsinki, Finland, upon invitation by the Finnish Environment Institute. 

0.2 The meeting was attended by all HELCOM Contracting Parties as well as by Observers from Sea 
Alarm and WWF. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was welcomed by Mr. Markku Maunula, Expert Services Director, Finnish 
Environment Institute. 

0.4 The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Heli Haapasaari, Chair of the Response Working Group. 

0.5 Mr. Hermanni Backer, Professional Secretary of HELCOM acted as Secretary of the Meeting, 
assisted by Ms. Susanna Kaasinen, Agri-Environment Coordinator of HELCOM. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from HELCOM meetings 

Documents: 2-1 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HOD 51-2016 (14-15 December) and HELCOM 38-2017 
(28 February-1 March) as follows: 

- HELCOM HOD 51-2016 adopted the Work Plan for RESPONSE 2017-2018.  

- HELCOM HOD 51-2016 adopted the Terms of Reference for the HELCOM expert coordination 
network on response on the shore (HELCOM SHORE network). 

- HELCOM 38-2017 welcomed the successfully completed migration of the HELCOM AIS server from 
Denmark (DMA) to Norway (NCA) by 23 January 2017 

- HELCOM 38-2017 adopted the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III “Response to pollution 
incidents on the shore 

2.2 The Meeting took note of information from the Secretariat on the Outcome of HELCOM AIS EWG 
28-2017 including the needed revision of Recommendation 33/1 resulting from the HELCOM AIS server 
migration. Revision of the Recommendation will be carried out by correspondence with the AIS EWG and the 
resulting draft will be submitted to MARITIME 17-2017 (10-12 October 2017) for endorsement.  

2.3 The Meeting took note of the information from Sweden that the STW gets the AIS data stream 
via the Danish authorities and the service did not experience any interruptions as a result of the migration of 
the HELCOM AIS server to Norway. 

2.4 The Meeting took note that outcomes of sub-groups under the Response Working Group and 
other relevant HELCOM groups will be considered under corresponding agenda items. 
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Agenda Item 3  Cooperation with other regional organizations 

Documents: 3-2 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the recent activities of the Marine Environmental Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Regional Activity Centre (MERRAC), one of four Regional Activity Centres 
(RACs) of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP) established in 1999, as presented by Mr. Jeong-
Hwan Oh (document 3-2, Presentation 1). 

3.2 The Meeting took note that Peoples Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea and Russian 
Federation cooperate on Preparedness and Response matters within the MERRAC area, approximately in 
the 121⁰E to 143⁰E longitude, and from approximately 52⁰N to 33⁰N latitude. Recent work include a joint 
GIS based information platform, online and mobile POLREP communication system, oiled wildlife response, 
spill risk assessments and HNS and exercises (including operational Delta exercises with usually ships from 
two countries and the other participating states as observers) as well as marine litter. 

3.3 The Meeting took note of the recent activities of the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency 
Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC), an activity centre of the Mediterranean Action Plan 
(MAP), working to implement a dedicated protocol of the 1976 Barcelona Convention, as presented by Mr. 
Malek Smaoui (Presentation 2). 

3.4 The Meeting took note that REMPEC is currently interested in updating its HNS response 
procedures and working on spill risk assessment. A spill forecasting and decision support tool for the 
Mediterranean area was developed in the recent project Mediterranean decision support System for 
Marine Safety (MEDESS-4MS). 

3.5 The Meeting took note of the information that key issues within the BONN Agreement are cost 
efficient SECA (and future NECA) enforcement, new low sulphur oils and the upcoming major SCOPE 
Exercise organised by Norway in autumn 2017  in addition to reviewing HNS response procedures and 
following up the recently completed BE-AWARE risk assessment projects. BONN aims at strategic 
development of its activities culminating at a ministerial meeting planned for 2019. 

3.6 The Meeting took note of the recent initiatives to identify areas for closer cooperation among 
the regional response cooperation organisations in Europe participating in the inter-secretariat meetings 
convened by EMSA. 

3.7 The Meeting agreed that at least Risk Assessments and HNS Response procedures are areas of 
shared interest across the participating regions. 

3.8 The Meeting took note that cooperation on joint approaches and understanding on Risk 
Assessments can be concretely brought forward in the 2017-18 within the HELCOM led OPENRISK project, 
similar activities in the MERRAC area, as well as during the EMSA workshop planned for 14 March 2018 
back to back with Interspill 2018 (London UK). 

3.9 The Meeting further recalled the annual meetings of the Global Meeting of the Regional Seas 
Conventions and Action Plans and welcomed the idea of compiling a global list of regional organisations 
working with preparedness and response matters and their Secretariat contacts to enhanced information 
exchange across regions. 

3.10 The Meeting thanked the representatives of MERRAC region, Mr. Jeong-Hwan Oh and Mr. 
Choong-Ki Kim, as well as the representative of REMPEC, Mr. Malek Smaoui, for valuable input and for 
participating in the Meeting. 
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Agenda Item 4  Maritime traffic 

Documents: 3-1, 3-3, 4-1, 4-2, 4-2-add, 4-3, 4-4 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the draft HELCOM Maritime Assessment chapter on preparedness 
and response to spills in the Baltic Sea (document 4-3) and that a complete draft of the comprehensive 
2017 HELCOM Maritime Assessment - covering maritime traffic and related environmental issues but also 
other topics such as fisheries, aquaculture, wind power and offshore activities - has been sent to HOD as 
well as to the relevant groups for consideration on 15 June 2017. 

4.2 The Meeting took note that comments to the draft Maritime Assessment can be submitted by 
28 June 2017 (maritime.response@helcom.fi) after which the document will be sent for publishing 
approval, and released after proof reading and lay out. 

4.3 The Meeting took note of a presentation on Marine Oil Spill Risk Assessment and Development 
of Response Support System through Big Data Analysis by Mr Choong-Ki KIM, Korea Environment Institute 
(Presentation 3, document 3-3). 

4.4 The Meeting welcomed the good progress within the HELCOM-led project “Open-Source tools 
for regional risk assessments for improved European preparedness and response at sea” (OPENRISK, 
January 2017- January 2019), including the drafts for final report and Baltic Sea case study outlines 
(document 4-2) and the draft section on a marine application of the Even Risk Classification (ERC) risk 
assessment method (4-2-add). 

4.5 The Meeting took note of the information on the first inter-regional OpenRisk Workshop held 
on 13-14 June 2017 in Helsinki, Finland. The workshop report will be circulated to the participants after the 
RESPONSE 23 Meeting. 

4.6 The Meeting welcomed the information that the second OPENRISK workshop will be organised 
on 12 October hosted by the Lisbon Agreement in Lisbon, Portugal (document 4-1). 

4.7 The Meeting also welcomed the information that REMPEC is able to host the 3rd OPENRISK 
workshop in Malta during spring-summer 2018.  

4.8 The Meeting requested that the OPENRISK project makes efforts that some of the risk 
assessment tools or methods would be available for testing by the third workshop in Malta, as a step to 
ensure that the project outcome will outlive the project. 

4.9 The Meeting took note that comments and suggestions to the draft outlines two OpenRisk 
final publications (document 4-2) are very welcome (valtteri.laine@helcom.fi).  

4.10 The Meeting took note of the update of the work within the Correspondence Group to revise 
HELCOM recommendation 28/3 on “Guidelines on bunkering operations and ship to ship cargo transfer of 
oils, subject to Annex I of MARPOL 73/78, in the Baltic Sea area” (CG STS) re-established by HELCOM 
Maritime 16 and led by Finland (document 4-4). The CG STS has not made progress as planned. 

4.11 The Meeting recalled that while MARPOL covers only ship-to-ship cargo transfers the HELCOM 
Recommendation covers both ship-to-ship and bunkering activities. 

4.12 The Meeting took note that Finland has new legislation on ship-to-ship cargo transfers in 
preparation and work on legislation on bunkering is expected to start in autumn 2017. 

4.13 The Meeting took note of the presentation on Spill Impact Mitigation Assessment (SIMA – 
comparable to NEBA) by Peter Taylor, IPIECA (Presentation 4, document 3-1) and welcomed the invitation 
to an open webinar 6 July (10:00 UTC) to learn more of the procedure. 
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Agenda Item 5  Matters related to recent response operations 

Documents: 5-1, 5-1-att  

5.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operations in Lake Mälaren, 
West of Stockholm, Sweden (Presentation 5) and Göta Älv, Gothenburg, Sweden (Presentation 6). The 
Meeting took note that in both these inland incidents the surrounding water is used as drinking water for 
the main Swedish cities.  

5.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operation in the Riga Bay, 
Latvia. On May 25 2017, the Latvian Coast Guard was engaged due to a fire on board the vessel Zircon, 
estimated to carry 7000t of oil. Pollution was avoided but the engine room of the vessel was badly 
damaged.  

5.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operations in Denmark. In 
the first incident on 10 February 2017, approximately 30 m3 of oil was spilled from the vessel Victoria 
(Presentation 7). Approximately 40 km of coastline needed to be checked or cleaned. 200 birds were 
euthanized. After the incident the vessel was in such a bad condition that it could not be repaired in any 
place of refuge. The lessons learnt from this operation was that the Danish law on protecting the Marine 
environment not fully reflects the transfer of authority for response operations from Ministry of the 
Environment to Ministry of Defence.  

5.4 The Meeting took note that a second incident on in NE of Skagen 27 May 2017 was a failed 
bunkering operation where the ship Koznitza tried to tank more heavy fuel to an already full tank. Oil was 
found in the open water area and it could not immediately be explained with SeaTrackWeb. Both Danish 
response operations put focus on the need for additional training in SafeSeaNet procedures. Thus Denmark 
intends to request education and training event on the new CECIS with DG ECHO and EMSA. 

5.5 The Meeting welcomed that EMSA will investigate the possibility to provide training for the 
relevant personnel in the Baltic Sea states.  

5.6 The Meeting took note that EMSA could consider in the future to develop e-learning tools, 
accessible via the EMSA website (comparable to the EAS tool), on correct procedures to send POLREPS with 
SSN. The Meeting recommended that in case training is organized by EMSA the participating personnel 
should study any such e-learning material in advance of the training. 

Agenda Item 6  National preparedness at sea and on shore 

Documents:  6-1, 6-2  

6.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 decided to use a reporting template suggested 
by EWG SHORE 12-2016 for reporting national developments including on shore, at sea and oiled wildlife 
response  and that RESPONSE 22-2016 agreed to use the template for compiling national developments for 
RESPONSE 23-2017, recalling that once inserted the same report can be submitted to subsequent meetings 
with revisions needed only for new developments and that the section on highlights for the HELCOM 
website enables the Secretariat to publish national information correctly. 

6.2 The Meeting took note of the following information on national preparedness at sea and on 
shore: 

- Denmark: No new information since RESPONSE 22-2016. 

- Estonia: The national contingency plan will hopefully be signed in a few months. New vessel in May 
2018. 

- European Union: (document 14-1) A procurement process to replace response capacity for the 
northern Baltic Sea has been launched in 2017. 72 drills and 10 international exercises have been 
organized in 2016 as well as training and equipment tests with new equipment stockpiles. There is a 
new e-learning tool available on Equipment Assistance Service (EAS). 



RESPONSE 23-2017       
 

 

Page 6 of 27 
 

- Finland: (document 6-2) The responsibility for operational response to environmental emergencies 
at sea will be reorganized by 2019. The extent of this reform may be larger and possibly also move 
the main responsibility for organization of all preparedness and response to environmental 
damages to the Ministry of the Interior. The main responsibility is now carried by the Ministry of 
the Environment. These reforms may also take place by the beginning of 2019 depending on future 
decisions. A national strategy for response to oil and chemical spills is under preparation. It will be 
ready by the end of 2017. The Finnish Border Guard is operating two Dornier 228 aircrafts. Aircrafts 
are mainly used to aerial sea surveillance. At the moment Finland is operating only one aircraft. 
One aircraft has been already modified and the other one is ongoing modifications in Denmark. 
Modifications includes for example new radio equipment, better navigational capabilities, update 
of surveillance computers and software's. Both planes should be operational again in the late July. 
After these modification aircrafts should be serving until 2025. Finnish Border Guard will start a 
planning process, how to replace these aircrafts in 2025. 

- Germany: No new information since RESPONSE 22-2016. 

- Latvia: In 2017, Latvia adopted amendments to the National Contingency Plan for Cases of Pollution 
of Oil, Hazardous or Harmful Substances in the Sea. Amendments concern requirements regarding 
response operations and plans for oil platforms as it is stated in EU Directive 2013/30/EU on safety 
of offshore oil and gas operations and amending Directive 2004/35/EC. The main oil spill response 
vessel Varonis is involved in military and minesweeping operations during 2017, therefore vessel 
availability for response operations and exercises is limited. 

- Lithuania: There are plans to update the national contingency plan on oil spills. The update is 
expected to take one year. The project for procuring a new vessel has been frozen while looking for 
financing. A national exercise will be organized in September 2017. There is a new EU project will 
start in 2017 in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment to buy new equipment for a rescue 
vessel SAKIAI.  

- Poland: A draft of oiled wildlife response plan has been prepared by the Ministry of the 
Environment together with the Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation and other 
stakeholders. The working group was also established by the Ministry of Environment to develop 
the OWR procedures further, and a training event on oiled wildlife response will be organized in 
2017. On shore and oiled wildlife response will be included in the Civil Protection and Contingency 
Plans for the coastal provinces. 

- Russia: New vessels are being built in the government programme which is ongoing until 2020. 

- Sweden: There has been a reorganization of the Swedish Coast Guard to obtain better command and 
more harmonized procedures. There is a procurement of helmet dive system to be able to work in 
contaminated waters 

6.3 The Meeting discussed using the template in future meetings and decided to continue using 
the template for reporting to RESPONSE 24-2018. 

6.4 The Meeting took note of the status of the Equipment Assistance Service (EAS) deposit in the 
Baltic Sea, in Gdansk (document 14-1) and that there are trainings and a new e-learning module that is 
being developed to be made available in 2017. 

Agenda Item 7  Sub-regional co-operation 

Documents: 7-1 

7.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 22-2016 agreed to re-establish the Correspondence 
Group on the revision of Recommendation 28E/12 in order to make a revision proposal for RESPONSE 23-
2017 and welcomed the offer by Denmark to lead the correspondence work. 
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7.2 The Meeting considered the proposal by Denmark (document 7-1) and noted that Denmark 
has difficulties with including explicit sub-regional targets within Recommendation 28E/12 and preferred 
that such capacity considerations wold be carried out within sub-regional agreements. 

7.3 The Meeting took note of the view of Finland that sub-regional targets are helpful to define 
the appropriate overall regional capacity and the availability of mutual assistance all the coastal states are 
depending on in the case of a large-scale incident, not only spills of sub-regional importance. Joint regional 
risk assessments could be used to scope the right magnitude of such target spills. 

7.4 The Meeting took note that target spills could be even further defined as they are subject to 
many variables including the fact that participation of vessels in exercises, and statutory maintenance, has 
an effect to the achievable level of capacity. 

7.5 The Meeting recalled the information provided by Lithuania on the docking of R/V Sakiai 
during summer (from May till July) 2017 and welcomed similar information on the operational status of the 
Baltic Sea response vessels, on a voluntary basis. 

7.6 The Meeting took note of the comment by Sweden that willingness to help, and the additional 
security in the neighbouring countries capability to help, are among the cornerstones of regional response 
cooperation. 

7.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark that according to the Danish view a 
target spill means the size of spill used for dimensioning national response capacity for oil spills. In 
Denmark, the objective is to be able to counter (nationally) to a spill of up to 5,000 tons in Danish waters 
within 3 days in favourable weather conditions. 

7.8 The Meeting further noted the following specification from Denmark on the Danish objective:  

− “Objective” ("målsætning”) is used in Denmark instead of “target” or other word 

− "counter" is not to be interpreted as collect. For a spill of 5.000 tons statistically 20% (equals 2.000 
tonnes of oily water) will be recovered at sea. Another 20% of the oil will be collected by shoreline 
response or by the coming shallow water response vessels. 60% of the oil will dissolve within the 
water or evaporate. This might be different from other countries where the objective may be 
defined as "collect" or another word.  

− "5,000" is the numeric size of the target spill. The numeric value will vary from country to country. 

− "3 days" sets the timeframe in which the recovery should reach its' objective. Also the duration of 
the response operation may vary. 

− "favourable conditions" states that weather conditions should not be incorporated when assessing 
the effect of your response capacity. Some nations may not have mentioned under what conditions 
they measure the response capacity. 

7.9 The Meeting agreed to work for a joint understanding and definition of target spill, or another 
agreed terminology, and for this purpose compile a more in-depth analysis of use of target spills or 
response objectives in the Baltic Sea coastal countries, as well as the explicit terminology used to dimension 
response capacity. 

7.10 The Meeting agreed to re-establish the correspondence group on revision of Recommendation 
28E/12 and encouraged all Contracting Parties to participate actively in the work. 

7.11 The Meeting invited the contacting parties to submit comparable information as is included in 
paragraph 7.8 to Denmark (pol.con.den@mil.dk) with CC to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) 
and Chair (heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi ) by 1 September 2017 for compilation and possible first 
reflections to the next meeting of the group. 
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Agenda Item 8  Response on the shore and wildlife response 

Documents: 8-1 

8.1 The Meeting took note of the Outcomes of the seventh and eighth online meetings of the 
HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR 7-2017 (Annex 1) and EWG OWR 8-
2017 (Annex 2)) held on 25 January 2017 and 10 May 2017 respectively and the presentation by Mr Hugo 
Nijkamp, Chair of EWG OWR, on OWR activities (Presentation 8). 

8.2 The Meeting supported the plan to organize an OWR meeting in autumn 2017 in the HELCOM 
Secretariat premises and encouraged the Contracting Parties to take part in the meeting and the work of 
the group. 

8.3 The Meeting recalled that the mandate for EWG OWR has been extended until 2017 and 
agreed on a prolongation of the group’s mandate until 2018 to facilitate the development of national 
preparedness in oiled wildlife response in the region.  

8.4 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 22-2016 agreed on the Terms of Reference for the 
HELCOM expert coordination network on response on the shore (HELCOM SHORE network) and the ToR 
were adopted by HOD 51-2016. 

8.5 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to send an invitation to the Contracting Parties to 
nominate members to the SHORE network and invited the SHORE network to find a chair for 2017-2018 
among the group members. 

8.6 The Meeting agreed that the first meeting of the SHORE network should be held back-to-back 
or partly simultaneously with the OWR meeting in autumn at the HELCOM Secretariat premises. 

Agenda Item 9  Wrecks and other submerged hazardous objects 

Documents: none 

9.1 The Meeting regretted the slow progress in reporting hazardous wreck data to Sweden, the 
submerged lead country on GIS/data (gunnar.moller@mil.se) as agreed by the SUBMERGED EWG, and that 
so far data from Sweden, Poland and Estonia is available in the joint dataset. 

9.2 The Meeting took note of the information from Latvia that there are only two non-hazardous 
wrecks in the archeological site open registry and welcomed the information that their details will be 
submitted to the lead country. 

9.3 The meeting took note of the information that Denmark has sent data to the Finnish co-chair 
on Wrecks which has not been received and requested Denmark to re-submit the data.  

9.4 The Meeting recalled that Estonia informed of the preliminary willingness to host a 
SUBMERGED meeting in 2017 (c.f. § 9.3 Outcome SUBMERGED 5-2016, and subsequent email 
correspondence) but that the EU Chairmanship would start during summer. During the EU chairmanship 
Estonian administration would have reduced capacity to do HELCOM work and the hotels in Tallinn would 
be used to their maximum capacity. 

9.5 The Meeting took note that there will be a seminar called “Wrecks as environmental risks/the 
legal framework” in 29-30 November 2017 in Helsinki, Finland hosted by the Finnish Environment Institute 
and organised by the Baltic Sea Legal Studies cooperation (BALEX).  

9.6 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to consider hosting a HELCOM SUBMERGED  
meeting back-to-back with the seminar as a possibility. 

9.7 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to contact Estonia and Finland inter-sessionally to settle 
the date and place of the next SUBMERGED meeting. 
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Agenda Item 10  Remote Sensing 

10.1 The Meeting agreed to add Remotely Piloted Aerial Systems as a new Agenda Item under 
Remote Sensing for the agenda of RESPONSE 24-2018. 

10.1 Aerial surveillance 

Documents: 10.1-1, 10.1-2 

10.2 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of IWGAS 2017 (document 10.1-1). 

10.3 The Meeting recalled that according to the current system scheduling of CEPCOs should follow 
what has been agreed and as stated in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7: Super CEPCO 
Flights are biannual CEPCO flights with duration of several days. Super CEPCOs are coordinated with the 
BONN Agreement in order to ensure that one Super CEPCO is organized each year in either the Baltic Sea or 
the North Sea. Every second year, when there is no Super CEPCO in the Baltic Sea, a CEPCO North and a 
CEPCO South Flight with duration of 24 hours or more are carried out. 

10.4 The Meeting took note that neither Sweden, Estonia, Germany nor Poland is available to 
organize a Super CEPCO in 2017 or a CEPCO in 2018 and that Denmark and Finland are not available to 
organize a Super CEPCO during 2017 but could look into the possibility to arrange CEPCO South or North 
respectively during 2018. The Meeting also took note that Germany could host a SUPER CEPCO in 2019. 

10.5 The Meeting considered the proposal by IWGAS 2017 to change the text in Response Manual 
Volume I Chapter 7 to increase the weight of Mini CEPCOs by deciding on a minimum amount and 
frequency of Mini CEPCOs per year, as well as decrease the requirement for Super CEPCOs and/or CEPCOs. 

10.6 The Meeting invited the Chair of IWGAS to contact the Chair of OTSOPA regarding SUPER 
CEPCOs. 

10.7 The Meeting agreed to update the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7.7 on 
reporting as contained in Annex 2 of the outcome of IWGAS 2017. 

10.8 The Meeting considered the proposal for the format of the Manual to make it easier to update 
the contact information in Chapters 7.9 and 7.10. The Meeting suggested to move the information to 
chapter 1 with the other contact information. The Meeting also invited IWGAS to propose changes to 
chapter 7 as part of the streamlining of Manual I. 

10.9 The Meeting took note of the discussion held in IWGAS 2017 about the required percentage of 
flight hours in darkness included in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I. The Meeting agreed that it 
would be worth to investigate if there is a difference in the day and night time detections and supported 
the initiative by IWGAS to request EMSA to look into the difference of detections in morning and evening 
satellite acquisitions. 

10.10 The Meeting took note of the decision by IWGAS 2017 to keep the operational needs for 
satellite coverage in the Baltic Sea as in previous years 

10.11 The Meeting took note that the next meeting of IWGAS (IWGAS 2018) is tentatively planned to 
be held in April 2018 in Sweden. 

10.12 The Meeting took note that Sweden and Poland are looking into the possibility to prepare a 
project proposal related to techniques for identification of MARPOL Annex II substances in aerial 
surveillance and aerial surveillance in the enforcement of the SECA regulations and invited other interested 
Contracting Parties to join the project. 

10.13 The Meeting took note of the need to gather evidence on the trends of operational spills of 
other substances than oil (potentially MARPOL Annex II substances) in the Baltic Sea and requested IWGAS 
to consider compiling the available material. 
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10.14 The Meeting took note of the Draft Report on discharges observed during aerial surveillance in 
the Baltic Sea 2016 (Presentation 9, document 10.1-2). The Meeting approved the report for publishing on 
the HELCOM web page after correcting the total flight hour figures in table 1. 

10.2 Use of satellites for detecting illegal discharges 

Documents: 10.2-1 

10.15 The Meeting took note of the EMSA CleanSeaNet Service statistics for HELCOM region covering 
the period 1 January 2016-31 December 2016 (Presentation 10, document 10.2-1). 

10.3 STW/AIS/SAT model 

Documents: none 

10.16 The Meeting took note that there are no new updates from Sweden regarding the Seatrack 
Web (STW). 

10.17 The Meeting took note that Latvia and Lithuania are currently testing the new version of 
Seatrack Web and that Lithuania is planning a training on Seatrack Web. 

10.4 Investigation and prosecution of offenders of anti-pollution regulations 

Documents: none 

10.18 The Meeting took note that the work within the HELCOM MARITIME intersessional 
Correspondence Group (coordinator Denmark) on revision of the HELCOM Recommendation 19-14 on “A 
harmonized system of fines in case a ship violates anti-pollution regulations” has been delayed due to 
personnel changes at the Danish Environmental Protection Agency. 

Agenda Item 11  Other developments in response strategies and equipment 

11.1 HNS Response 

Documents: 11.1-1, 11.1-2, 11.1-3, 11.1-4 

11.1 The Meeting took note of the draft revised HELCOM Response Manual volume II from May 
2015 (document 11.1-2). 

11.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of TG HNS Manual 5 held on 29 March 2017 (document 
11.1-1) and the recommendations for next steps to RESPONSE 23: 

− TG HNS Manual 5 recommended RESPONSE 23-2017 to support the idea of a joint application to 
the DG ECHO Call 2018, if eligible, with the Baltic Sea (HELCOM), Mediterranean (REMPEC), North 
Sea (BONN) as well as possibly also other regional secretariats as well as member state institutions 
as project partners.  

− TG HNS Manual 5 welcomed the offer from EMSA to inquire DG ECHO on the overall interest in 
funding such a project on a joint HNS Manual before the RESPONSE 23-2017 meeting in Helsinki 
(14-16 June 2017). 

− TG HNS Manual 5 considered the short-term need to replace the outdated HELCOM Response 
Manual Volume II, before implementation of the foreseen project, and recommended that for the 
short-term the revised BONN Agreement Manual on HNS response should be adopted in the Baltic 
Sea with the necessary regional adjustments based on, inter alia, previous TG HNS MANUAL work 
and requested the Secretariat to inquire from the BONN Agreement Secretariat the possibility to 
submit the draft BONN HNS Manual to the RESPONSE 23-2017 meeting for consideration. 
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− TG HNS Manual 5 requested the Secretariat to circulate the available drafts for the revised HELCOM 
Response Manual Volume II, according to the status in May 2015, to the RESPONSE 23-2017 
meeting in order to be available for, inter alia, future work under the foreseen joint project 

11.3 The Meeting supported the idea of a joint application to the DG ECHO Call 2018, if eligible, 
with the Baltic Sea (HELCOM), Mediterranean (REMPEC), North Sea (BONN) as well as possibly also other 
regional secretariats as well as member state institutions as project partners.  

11.4 The Meeting took note that due to the change in DG ECHO Call rules Intergovernmental 
organisations could not be Lead applicants in the next years call and that a national institution should be 
leading the project. 

11.5 The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to inform of their willingness to lead the foreseen 
project proposal on HNS response manual to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) and invited the 
HELCOM Secretariat to contact the other Secretariats to initiate a joint project on HNS Manual. 

11.6 The Meeting welcomed the information that EMSA had contacted DG ECHO which has 
informed they could consider a joint European project on a HNS response manual. 

11.7 The Meeting took note of the information received by the HELCOM Secretariat from the BONN 
Secretariat on ongoing work in the field of HNS Response (document 11.1-3). 

11.8 The Meeting recalled that there is a chapter covering HNS in the BONN Agreement Response 
Manual (http://www.bonnagreement.org/publications), the chapter has been updated later than the 
HELCOM Manual volume II but is limited and there are no fixed timeline for further updates within BONN. 

11.9 The Meeting concluded that adopting the BONN material as a replacement of current Annex II, 
as recommended by TG HNS MANUAL 5 was not available as a short term option. 

11.10 The Meeting decided to close the TG HNS and thanked all the countries which contributed to 
the work, recalling that the latest outcome of the TG is available (document 11.1-2) and that the foreseen 
project will be a possible opportunity to continue the work which was initiated in the TG. 

11.11 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on EKOMON project on monitoring of 
ecological effects of chemical spills (Presentation 11, document 11.1-4) and the invitation to nominate 
members for a correspondence group to be informed of the project results and invited to the final seminar. 
The Meeting also took note the request to inform the project (jani.hakkinen@ymparisto.fi) of any national 
guidelines for monitoring and assessment of contamination and ecological effects. 

11.12 The Meeting took note of the update on activities in the ChemSAR project (Presentation 12). 

11.13 The Meeting took note of the information on the HNS response services provided via EMSA, 
MAR-ICE and MAR-CIS. MAR-ICE agreement is being renewed with an extension for five years. MAR-CIS 
information sheets are available via the EMSA web portal and via an app which can be downloaded for Google 
Play for Android and App Store for IOS. 

11.2 Response to oil in ice 

Documents: 10.2-1 

11.14 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Ms Kirsten Jørgensen on the GRACE project 
(Presentation 13, document 10.2-1). 

11.3 Places of Refuge 

Documents: none 

11.15 The Meeting took note that a place of refuge exercise will be organised by EMSA as part of the 
SCOPE exercise in Norway autumn 2017. The invitations will be sent in June. 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
http://www.bonnagreement.org/publications
mailto:jani.hakkinen@ymparisto.fi
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11.4 Response at night/in bad visibility  

Documents: none 

11.16 The Meeting did not raise any matters under this Agenda item. 

11.5 Emergency towing 

Documents: none 

11.17 The Meeting took note that Germany organised emergency towing exercise on 19 May 2017. 
Towing vessel, multipurpose vessel, boarding team and a helicopter took part in the exercise. 

11.6 Use of dispersants 

Documents: none 

11.18 The Meeting did not raise any matters under this Agenda item  

Agenda Item 12  Exercises 

Documents: 12-1, 12-2 

12.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Russia on the detailed plans of BALEX DELTA 
2017 (Presentation 14) and welcomed the information that the practical information will be distributed via 
Secretariat the following week. Arrival to Kaliningrad port anchorage area on 8 August, with departure 
August 10. 

12.2 The Meeting recalled that according to decision by RESPONSE 15-2012 the host for BALEX 
DELTA up to 2021 are Russia 2017, Sweden 2018, 2019 Denmark, 2020 Estonia and 2021 Finland and 
recalled the decision by RESPONSE 20-2015 that starting from BALEX DELTA 2017 the exercises will be held 
in August. 

12.3 The Meeting decided that the hosts for BALEX DELTA up to 2025 are: Germany 2022, Latvia 
2023, Lithuania 2024, Poland 2025 and Russia 2026.  

12.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on BALEX DELTA 2018 (document 12-2). 
The Project has received funding from the EU and is running since 1 May 2017. Three planning conferences 
are anticipated and all Contracting Parties are invited.  

12.5 The Meeting considered the material on HELCOM Response Exercise Plan and extended 
Exercise Evaluation team developed by the informal correspondence group led by Sweden (document 12-
1).  

12.6 The Meeting agreed on the outline of the HELCOM Response Exercise Plan as included in 
Annex 2. 

12.7 The Meeting agreed on the terms of reference of the EET (Annex 3) which is foreseen by the 
HELCOM Response Manual, but including also new tasks on HREP. 

12.8 The Meting agreed that the EET should focus on the sea-based exercise and that the SHORE 
Network should have responsibility to help the EET in evaluating any on shore exercises held in conjunction 
with the BALEX DELTA. 

12.9 The Meeting decided to test the new EET in BALEX DELTA 2018 with the members consisting of 
Russia, Sweden, Denmark and Estonia and that the chair of the EET group in 2018 will be Denmark, 
deviating from the general rule in the ToRs included in Annex 3.  

12.10 The Meeting agreed that due to Swedish planning for the BALEX DELTA 2018, Russia, Denmark 
and Estonia should inform of their EET members (Alexander.Von.Buxhoeveden@kustbevakningen.se) by 
the end of August 2017. 



RESPONSE 23-2017       
 

 

Page 13 of 27 
 

12.11 The Meeting invited EMSA to inquire from DG ECHO on the mailing lists used for circulating the 
SCOPE invitations as they have not reached the competent response contacts in all the coastal countries.  

Agenda Item 13  HELCOM Recommendations and Response Manual 

Documents: 13-1, 13-2 

13.1 The Meeting checked the national contact information included in Chapter 1 of HELCOM 
Response Manual Volume I (document 13-2). 

13.2 The Meeting considered streamlining HELCOM Response Manual Volume I and agreed to 
organise an informal meeting before the BALEX DELTA briefing on 8 August in Kaliningrad to identify 
updates needs to scope down the amount of work and that the Contracting Parties and Observers should 
send comments to the Chair in advance of BALEX DELTA 2017. 

13.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the progress of the TG POLREP and agreed on the 
proposal by the Chair for an amendment of the Recommends-paragraphs of the HELCOM Recommendation 
36/3, as included in Annex 4. 

13.4 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to inform of the aim to revise the Recommendation 36/3 
at the upcoming HELCOM HOD 52-2017 Meeting (20-21 June 2017) and submit a full draft based on Annex 4 
to HOD 53-2017 for approval. 

13.5 The Meeting decided that there is no need for TG POLREP anymore, discontinued the TG and 
thanked TG POLREP members and particularly the chair Ojars Gerke for the valuable work. 

13.6 The Meeting considered revision of Recommendation 18/2 on offshore activities and 20/5 on 
oil terminals and noted that no CP has flagged interest to revise these recommendations. 

13.7 The Meeting took note that the link between SSN and CECIS has been completed. A training 
workshop was organised in March 2017, but as considerations regarding the use by non-EU Members have 
not been completed, Russia was not invited to the March training. 

13.8 The Meeting took note that EMSA has circulated a request for updating the EU states national 
resources database and the work is ongoing. 

13.9 The Meeting took note that Denmark is currently working on categorizing various types of 
exercises within the BONN agreement. The idea is to present the results at the upcoming inter-secretariat 
meeting. The Meeting requested Denmark to keep the HELCOM RESPONSE updated on the developments. 

13.10 The Meeting took note the comment from Chair that the HELCOM RESPONSE Manual includes 
a list of recovery equipment. Only three countries have updated their resource lists. 

13.11 The Meeting took note that it is technically possible and relatively easy for EMSA to extract 
data on Baltic Sea coastal states response resources from the CECIS database as an excel sheet and agreed 
that EMSA extracts this  data from CECIS and forwards it to the Secretariat to be considered as an update of  
the HELCOM Response Manual. 

13.12 The Meeting took note that Denmark and Sweden have sent updated contact information and 
links to the Secretariat in advance of the Meeting and requested that all Contracting Parties submit their 
updates as soon as possible to the version of Chapter 1, circulated by the Secretariat. 

Agenda Item 14  Activities within other organizations and initiatives 

Documents: 14-1 

14.1 The Meeting took note that the joint HELCOM-IMO workshop on the implementation of the 
London Convention in the Baltic Sea needs a host in the region and requested the interested hosts to 
inform the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi), especially countries which have not ratified the 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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London Convention or the Protocol, in order to inquire whether there is still a possibility to host such an 
event. 

14.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 2017 May meeting of the North Sea Network of 
Investigators and Prosecutors (NSN), associated with OSPAR and the BONN agreement which focused on 
SECA enforcement and that there was an attempt by the Secretariat to create synergies with HELCOM work 
on fines by having a back to back seminar/ session but as the Agenda was full this was not possible.  

14.3 The Meeting took note of the information by EMSA on their activities in 2016 and proposed 
new projects (document 14-1) 

14.4 The Meeting took note of a presentation on the new EMSA RPAS service (Presentation 15). 

14.5 The Meeting took note that the RPAS deployments take some time and for this reason the 
equipment is difficult to use in response operations. There is also ongoing work to harmonise the related 
flight rules EU-wide within Eurocontrol, which would likely ease deployment. 

14.6 The Meeting recommended that EMSA develops a booklet on the terminology used in RPAS so 
that the right terminology can be used in equipment requests. 

14.7 The Meeting took note that in a recent intended RPAS deployment Denmark the flight area 
planned originally was not accepted by all the involved national agencies, which resulted in a cancellation 
of the deployment. 

14.8 The Meeting took note that Finland has formed a national coordination group on using RPAS 
services to coordinate deployments among national authorities. 

Agenda Item 15  Any other business 

Documents: 15-1 

15.1 The Meeting updated the list of contact addresses and Observers of the Response Working 
Group (document 15-1) as contained in Annex 5. 

15.2 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM Maritime working group was awarded the Baltic Sea 
Fund Prize 2017 for the work within the group, particularly for successful regional work on preparing for 
the IMO decisions in 2016 on Baltic Sea special areas in terms of MARPOL Annex IV (sewage) and Annex VI 
(NECA).  

15.3 The Meeting took note of a seminar to be organised in Oulu Wednesday 7 -Thursday 8 March 
2018 in Finland back-to-back with an exercise organised by Finland and Sweden and as part of the Finnish 
Arctic Council chairmanship www.syke.fi/projects/mospa2018.  

Agenda Item 16  Future work and meetings 

Documents: 16-1 

16.1 The Meeting considered and updated the Work Plan of the Response Working Group 2017-2018 
(document 16-1) as contained in Annex 6. 

16.2 The Meeting considered and updated a preliminary list of HELCOM and other meetings in 2016 
of relevance to Response Working Group (document 16-2). 

16.3 The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the Group (RESPONSE 24-2018) will be held on 
10-12 April 2018 and welcomed the kind offer by Lithuania to host the Meeting in Klaipeda. 

16.4 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to host the second HELCOM RESPONSE meeting 
in autumn 2018. 

16.5 The Meeting thanked Finland for hosting the meeting and for the kind hospitality 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvCySE_FZHI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvCySE_FZHI&feature=youtu.be
http://www.syke.fi/projects/mospa2018
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Agenda Item 17  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents:  17-1 

17.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 17-1. 

17.2 The final Outcome of the Meeting has been finalized by the Secretariat and made available on 
the HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentation given during the Meeting.
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Annex 1 List of participants 
Name Representing Organisation  Email address  
Heli Haapasaari Chair Finnish Environment Institute heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi 
Torben Iversen Denmark Naval Staff, Defence Command Denmark pol.con.den@mil.dk 
Marit Mätik Estonia Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@moi.ee 
Kaspar Anderson Estonia Ministry of the Environment kaspar.anderson@envir.ee 

Danel Tüür Estonia Police and Border Guard Board danel.tyyr@politsei.ee 
Walter Nordhausen European Union European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) walter.nordhausen@emsa.europa.eu 
Pekka Parkkali Finland Finnish Border Guard pekka.parkkali@raja.fi 
Jani  Häkkinen Finland Finnish Environment Institute jani.hakkinen@ymparisto.fi 
Henna Malinen Finland The Finnish Environment Institute henna.malinen@ymparisto.fi 
Magnus Nyström Finland Ministry of the Environment magnus.nystrom@ym.fi 
Michael Akkermann Germany Central Command for Maritime Emergencies MAkkermann@havariekommando.de 
Laura Mazmaca Latvia State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv 
Ojārs Gerke Latvia Latvian Coast Guard Service ojars.gerke@mrcc.lv 
Igor Kuzmenko Lithuania MRCC of the Lithuanian NAVY igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt 
Joanna Lyjak Poland Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland 

Navigation 
joanna.lyjak@mgm.gov.pl 

Maciej Grzonka Poland Polish Maritime Search and Rescue Service maciej.grzonka@sar.gov.pl 
Wojciech  Wasowski Poland Maritime Office  in Gdynia wojciech.wasowski@umgdy.gov.pl 
Andrey Bryksin  Russia Marine Rescue Service briksinay@morspas.com 
Tatiana Kravtsova  Russia Marine Rescue Service kravtsovatn@morspas.com  
Alexander von 
Buxhoeveden 

Sweden Swedish Coast Guard alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se 

Johan Genestig Sweden Swedish Coast Guard johan.genestig@kbv.se 
Fredrika Lindholm Sweden Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency fredrika.lindholm@msb.se 
Yngve De Bourg Sweden Swedish Coast Guard yngve.debourg@coastguard.se 
Hugo Nijkamp HELCOM Observer Sea Alarm nijkamp@sea-alarm.org 
Janica Borg HELCOM Observer WWF Finland janica.borg@wwf.fi 
Peter Taylor Invited guest IPIECA ospri.manager@ipieca.org 
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Malek Smaoui Invited guest REMPEC msmaoui@rempec.org 
Choong-Ki KIM Invited guest Korea Environment Institute ckkim@kei.re.kr 
JeongHwan OH Invited guest NOWPAP MERRAC jhoh@kriso.re.kr 
Hermanni Backer HELCOM 

Secretariat 
HELCOM Secretariat hermanni.backer@helcom.fi 

Susanna Kaasinen HELCOM 
Secretariat 

HELCOM Secretariat susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi 

Valtteri Laine HELCOM 
Secretariat 

HELCOM Secretariat valtteri.laine@helcom.fi 
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Annex 2 Outline of the HELCOM Response Exercise Plan 
 

Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Host Sweden Denmark Estonia  

Dates [wk 35 2018]    

Venues [Blekinge/Skåne]    

Over all aim [Alarm process  

Off shore 

On shore] 

 

   

Objectives 

 

 

[add objectives of 
exercise] 
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Annex 3 Terms of Reference of the HELCOM Exercise Evaluation Team (EET) 
1. HELCOM Exercises and the EET 

 
Under the framework of the Helsinki Convention the following types of response exercises have been 
agreed upon: 
 
- Synthetic Exercise (BALEX ALPHA) 
- Alarm Exercise (BALEX BRAVO) 
- Equipment Exercise (BALEX CHARLIE) 
- Operational Exercise (BALEX DELTA) 
- State-of-the-art Exercise (BALEX ECHO) 
 
Decisions on the yearly exercise programme including the types of exercises, aims and goals for the 
exercises, time for the execution and appointment of Lead Countries are taken during the meetings of the 
Response Group (cf. HELCOM SEA 1/2000, 5/3, Paragraph 4.48). 
 
In general it is up to the Lead Country of the Exercise (hosting country) to plan the exercise scenario.  
 
However, an Exercise Evaluation Team (EET) shall be established for BALEX DELTA exercises in order to 
strengthen the cooperation between HELCOM Contracting Parties and to ensure the best benefits and 
ensure continuous improvement of the scheduled exercises.  
 
The EET will also act as a forum for the exchange of information on possible focus areas for future exercises 
regarding response to spills. 
 
2. Tasks  
 
The EET will consist of four members, of which one is from the Lead Country, one from the Contracting 
Party who arranged the previous exercise, and one from each of the Contracting Party who will arrange the 
two following exercises. The EET will be chaired by the organizer of the previous BALEX DELTA exercise. 
 
The Expert Evaluation Team (EET) has the following tasks:  

− To comment the exercise scenario in advance and evaluate it after the completed exercise  
− To evaluate exercises and identify areas to be improved;  
− To propose updates of the HREP with areas to be improved in mind (lessons learned);  
− To report the evaluation of exercises to HELCOM Response;  
− To be involved in the future exercises to make sure the areas to be improved are covered by future 

exercises. 
 
In order to enable the first task, the exercise scenario shall be sent by the host country of the upcoming 
exercise in due time to the members of the EET to enable them to comment thereupon. 
 
3. Working mode  

− The group will arrange meetings -online, telephone or physical.  
− These meetings shall take place at least during the BALEX DELTA, but can be arranged more often if 

necessary.  
− When necessary, face-to-face meetings shall be organized back-to-back with other HELCOM 

Response WG related events.  
− The group (chair) will report to HELCOM Response on progress made  
− after reporting the EET membership and Chairing will change according to the new membership  
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Annex 4 Proposal to revise HELCOM Recommendation 36/3 
 

(… 

RECOMMENDS that formal POLREP BALTIC messages warning (POLWARN) and  informing (POLINF) on an 
incident, requesting and rendering assistance (POLFAC), as well as acknowledging the receipt of such 
messages, shall be handled by the National Contact Point as defined in the HELCOM Response Manual 
Volume I. 

RECOMMENDS that such POLREP BALTIC messages, containing the information defined in the HELCOM 
Response manual Volume I Chapter 3, should be submitted using SafeSeaNet and Marine Pollution CECIS, 
respectively, or other available communication means to ensure communication between all Contracting 
Parties on an equal basis. 

RECOMMENDS to continue the work initiated to ensure such equal communication by developing a 
technical solution allowing to combine SafeSeaNet,  Marine Pollution CECIS and the  regional  HELCOM  
POLREP transmission system. 

RECOMMENDS FURTHER that urgent official or informal contacts may be made through any available 
communication means. Any matter of importance for joint efforts should be confirmed as soon as possible 
by formal POLREP BALTIC messages. 

RECOMMENDS that the relevant sections of the HELCOM Response Manual are amended by the HELCOM 
Response group accordingly.) 
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Annex 5 Contact addresses of the HELCOM Response Working Group in the Contracting Parties  
 
*) Head of Delegation 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Heli Haapasaari Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) heli.haapasaari@environment.fi  

Denmark Torben Iversen*) Naval Staff, Defence Command Denmark pol.con.den@mil.dk 

Estonia Marit Mätik *) Ministry of the Interior marit.matik@siseministeerium.ee  

Estonia Agnes Pilv Ministry of the Environment agnes.pilv@envir.ee  

Estonia Kaspar Anderson Ministry of the Environment kaspar.anderson@envir.ee  

Estonia Danel Tüür Police and Border Guard Board danel.tyyr@politsei.ee 

European Union Asta Mackeviciute *) (on leave 
until July 2017) 

European Commission, DG ECHO  asta.mackeviciute@ec.europa.eu  

European Union Biljana Zuber (until July 2017) European Commission, DG ECHO Biljana.ZUBER@ec.europa.eu 

European Union Walter Nordhausen European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) walter.nordhausen@emsa.europa.eu 

European Union Sandro Nuccio European Commission, DG MOVE sandro.nuccio@ec.europa.eu  
Finland Magnus Nyström *) Ministry of the Environment magnus.nystrom@ym.fi  

Finland Niklas Karlman Government of Åland niklas.karlman@regeringen.ax  

Finland Jorma Rytkönen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) jorma.rytkonen@ymparisto.fi  

Germany Jörg Berner*) Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) JBerner@havariekommando.de 

Germany Michael Akkermann  Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) makkermann@havariekommando.de  

Germany Jens Rauterberg Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) jrauterberg@havariekommando.de  

Latvia Evija Smite *) State Environmental Service evija.smite@vvd.gov.lv  

Latvia/Vice-chair Ojars Gerke Latvian Coast Guard Service ojars.gerke@mrcc.lv  

Latvia Laura Mazmaca State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv  

Lithuania Igor Kuzmenko *) MRCC of the Lithuanian Navy igor.kuzmenko@mil.lt  

Poland Maciej Grzonka*) Maritime Research and Rescue Service maciej.grzonka@sar.gov.pl 

Poland Joanna Lyjak Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation  joanna.lyjak@mgm.gov.pl 
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Poland Wojciech Wasowski Maritime Office in Gdynia wojciech.wasowski@umgdy.gov.pl  
Russia Natalia Kutaeva *) FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot"  kutaevang@morspas.com 

Russia Andrey Bryksin FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot" briksinay@morspas.com 

Sweden/Vice-chair Alexander von Buxhoeveden *) Swedish Coast Guard alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se  

Sweden Sonja Dobo (on maternity 
leave) 

Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) sonja.dobo@msb.se  

Sweden Fredrika Lindholm Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) Fredrika.Lindholm@msb.se  

Sweden Lars Hillerström Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) Lars.Hillerstrom@msb.se 

Sweden Mikael Wolfbrandt Ministry of Defence mikael.wolfbrandt@regeringskansliet.se  
 

Contact addresses of HELCOM Response Working Group in the Observer organizations 
 

 

 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) Julien Radloff  Landtag Mecklenburg-Vorpommern international@landtag-mv.de 

Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) Mikhail Durkin Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) mikhail.durkin@ccb.se 

European Boating Association (EBA) Emma Barton European Boating Association (EBA) emma.barton@rya.org.uk 

European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) Kirsti Tarnanen-Sariola Finnish Port Association kirsti.tarnanen-sariola@satamaliitto.fi  

European Community Shipowners' 
Association (ECSA) 

Benoit Loicq European Community Shipowners' 
Association (ECSA) 

Loicq@ecsa.eu  

KIMO International Arabelle Bentley KIMO International Secretariat Arabelle.Bentley@shetland.gov.uk 
OSPAR OSPAR Secretariat OSPAR Secretariat secretariat@ospar.org  

OSPAR/Bonn Agreement John Mouat OSPAR Secretariat john.mouat@ospar.org  

Bonn Agreement Alexander von Buxhoeveden Chair of BONN OTSOPA 
Swedish Coast Guard 

alexander.von.buxhoeveden@coastguard.se  

IMO/ Regional Marine Pollution Emergency 
Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea 
(REMPEC) 

Gabino Gonzalez REMPEC rempec@rempec.org 

Sea Alarm Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm Foundation nijkamp@sea-alarm.org  

WWF  Janica Borg WWF Finland  Janica.borg@wwf.fi 
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Annex 6 Work Plan for HELCOM Response Working Group 2017-2018  
(Approved by HOD 51-2016) as revised by HELCOM RESPONSE 23-2017 

ACTION INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES/ 
RESPONSIBLE 

RESULTS/ 
TIME FRAME 

Maintain and further develop the standing operational network for trans-national response in case of 
incidents 
Keep HELCOM Response Manual up 
to date including current 
Volume I (oil) as well as the new 
Volume III (response on the shore) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat 
 
Intersessional work 
 
 

Continuously 
Scrutiny at HELCOM 
RESPONSE  

Improve the usability and ease of 
updating of HELCOM Response 
Manuals by exploring new electronic 
means of publishing including i.a. 
smartphone apps. 

Secretariat Continuously 
Scrutiny at HELCOM 
RESPONSE  

Consider complete revision of the 
HELCOM Response Manual (all 
Volumes) 

Contracting Parties 
 

 
Informal meeting at 
BALEX DELTA 2017 
 
Follow up at RESPONSE 
24 2017 
 

Carry out a major revision of Volume 
II (chemicals) via a joint European 
project. 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat 
 

HELCOM RESPONSE 23-
2017  

Implement HELCOM Response 
Exercise Plan 

 
Contracting Parties 
EET 

Seminar to be organised 
in Stockholm during 
2017 (week 3 or 5) 
 
Draft to be considered 
at RESPONSE 23-2017 

Carry out operational and other kinds 
of exercises in order to train the 
topics included in the HELCOM 
Response Exercise Plan  
 

Lead Countries/Contracting Parties 
 
BALEX DELTA 2017: Lead Country 
Russia  
 
EETs to inform about the applicability 
of the evaluation framework 
developed for shore exercises  
 
Sweden to inform about BALEX 
DELTA 2018 
 
Other HELCOM and sub-regional 
exercises 
 
On shore response exercises and 
OWR exercises, which can be 
combined with other exercises, as 
appropriate. 

Annual activities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EET of BALEX DELTA 
2017 
 
 
 
 
RESPONSE 24-2018 
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Build and follow up new knowledge 
on dispersants’ use and applicability 
in the Baltic Sea 

Contracting Parties Continuously  

Implement a three-tier approach to ensure adequate response to incidents in the Baltic Sea Area, with a 
special focus on the second tier (sub-regional level) 
Based upon national and regional risk 
assessments on oil and chemical 
pollution prepare concrete sub-
regional and regional targets for the 
response preparedness  

Contracting Parties 
 
Correspondence Group on HELCOM 
Rec 28E/12 led by Denmark 
 

Continuously 
 
Further discussion at 
RESPONSE 24-2018 

Develop tools and methodology for 
regular regional assessments of 
maritime risks  

Contracting Parties 
RESPONSE 
MARITIME (SAFE NAV) 
OPENRISK project led by HELCOM 
(including wider cooperation with 
e.g. other regional seas conventions) 

 

Conclude/implement sub-regional 
agreements 

Contracting Parties Continuously 

Co-operate by conducting trainings 
and organizing exchange 
programmes to ensure swift and 
adequate response capacity to 
shoreline pollution and to develop 
best practices  

Contracting Parties 
RESPONSE 
Intersessional work  

Continuously 

Implement and update if needed 
Response Manual Volume III 
(response on the shore) 
 
 
Ensure that response on the shore is 
integrated with overall contingency 
planning 
 
Make proposals on how to improve 
access to national and regional 
information on sensitive areas and 
sensitive coasts 
 
Provide annual cross-border or 
international exercises 
 
Follow up the outcome of relevant 
projects 
 
Ensure wide participation 

Contracting Parties 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Intersessional work 

Continuously 
 
 

Carry out Baltic wide mapping of 
prioritised coastal areas (sensitivity 
mapping). 

Contracting Parties  
SHORE network 
[Possible new project] 
 
 

- 
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Integrate oiled wildlife response 
(OWR) into existing contingency 
plans  

 

Exchange of information on 
development of national OWR plans, 
authority-NGO cooperation, national 
trainings and exercises 

Develop OWR protocols and facilities 

Develop OWR preparedness and 
response 

Ensure wide participation 

Contracting Parties, Sea Alarm, WWF 
Finland and other stakeholders. 
 
Expert Working Group on Oiled 
Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) 2013-
2018 

Baltic Oiled Wildlife 
networking meeting 
2017 
 
 
Reports to RESPONSE  

Enhance co-operation with regard to places of refuge according to HELCOM Recommendation 31E/5 

Make the Mutual Plan for Places of 
Refuge operational and implemented 
within/through sub-regional 
agreements 

Contracting Parties 
 

Continuously 
Reports to RESPONSE 
and MARITIME 

Ratify the relevant compensation and 
liability conventions according to 
HELCOM Rec 31E/5 

Contracting Parties 
Secretariat to provide update of the 
ratification status of relevant 
conventions at each RESPONSE 
meeting 

Reports to RESPONSE 
and MARITIME 

Detection, investigation and prosecution of anti-pollution regulations 
Co-ordinate aerial surveillance flights 
and harmonize aerial surveillance 
with satellite surveillance 

IWGAS (Lead Country 2017-2018: 
Sweden) 
In co-operation with EMSA 
(CleanSeaNet) 

Meetings of IWGAS and 
RESPONSE  

Identify operational needs for 
satellite surveillance in each sub-
region of the Baltic 

IWGAS  Continuously  

Carry out CEPCO and other flights: Lead Countries/Contracting Parties 
 
No CEPCOs planned for 2017 
 

Annual activities 

Harmonize aerial surveillance 
reporting systems with Bonn 
Agreement area 

IWGAS  Continuously  

Maintain Seatrack Web/AIS/SAT for 
improved identification of possible 
polluters 

STW/AIS/SAT partnership Continuously  

Co-operate/assist and exchange 
experience in investigations  

Contracting Parties Continuously 

Co-operate with the Network of the 
Prosecutors on Environmental Crime 
(ENPRO) 

Contracting Parties/Secretariat Continuously 

Carry out information exchange about offshore activities to be able to respond to accidental spills from 
such installations 
Report on ongoing/planned offshore 
activities (exploration/exploitation) 

Contracting Parties When applicable 
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Collect information/exchange experience/promote development and use of new technology and best 
practices 
Collect and publish information on 
shipping accidents and response 
operations in the Baltic and their 
impact on marine environment 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties in 
cooperation with HELCOM 
MARITIME  
Data flows from EMSA’s EMCIP to be 
established 

Annual report on 
shipping accidents in 
the Baltic 
 

Developing response related 
indicators and update the existing 
core indicator on spills 

RESPONSE and IWGAS Meetings of RESPONSE 

Keep track of studies on effects of 
and response to oil spills on the sea-
bed (sunken oil).   

RESPONSE Meetings of RESPONSE 

National and sub-regional reports on 
response operations and lessons 
learned 

Contracting Parties Meetings of RESPONSE  

Collect, compile and publish regional 
summaries of response operations 
and lessons learned using the format 
agreed at RESPONSE 21-2016  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties 
 

Meetings of RESPONSE 
 
 
New chapter to be 
added to the Annual 
report on shipping 
accidents in the Baltic 

Collect information on observed 
deliberate, illegal oil discharges, 
other substances and unknown 
substances and related statistics 

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties Annual report on 
discharges observed 
during aerial 
surveillance 

Indicator on oil spills 

Update HELCOM map and data 
service with RESPONSE related 
information  

Further develop regional 
preparedness and response related 
services including HELCOM 
SeaTrackWeb, HELCOM AIS, HELCOM 
POLREP, HELCOM GIS towards a 
second generation HELCOM oil 
response information system  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties Annually 
 
Meetings of RESPONSE 
 

Finalise a proposal to revise Rec. 36-3 
on POLREP  

Secretariat/ Contracting Parties 
 

To be submitted by 
Secretariat as agreed at 
RESPONSE 23 for HOD 
approval during autumn 
2017 

Exchange information with other 
regional agreements 

Chair/Secretariat  Meetings between 
regional agreements, 
EMSA and DG ECHO 

Enhance use and development of 
technology to respond to accidents 
at night, in bad visibility, in bad 
weather, oil on ice, accidents 

Contracting Parties  Meetings of RESPONSE 
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involving heavy oil, chemical 
incidents 

Collect and assess information on 
submerged hazardous objects 
including contaminated and 
potentially polluting wrecks and 
maintain work on dumped chemical 
munitions  

HELCOM Expert Group on 
Environmental Risks of Hazardous 
Submerged Objects (HELCOM 
SUBMERGED) 2014-2018 

Meetings of RESPONSE 

Thematic Assessment 
publication by 2018 

 

 

 

 


	Outcome of the 23rd Meeting of the  Response Working Group (RESPONSE 23-2017)
	Introduction  
	Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda
	1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1.

	Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from HELCOM meetings
	2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HOD 51-2016 (14-15 December) and HELCOM 38-2017 (28 February-1 March) as follows:
	- HELCOM HOD 51-2016 adopted the Work Plan for RESPONSE 2017-2018.
	- HELCOM HOD 51-2016 adopted the Terms of Reference for the HELCOM expert coordination network on response on the shore (HELCOM SHORE network).
	- HELCOM 38-2017 welcomed the successfully completed migration of the HELCOM AIS server from Denmark (DMA) to Norway (NCA) by 23 January 2017
	- HELCOM 38-2017 adopted the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume III “Response to pollution incidents on the shore
	2.2 The Meeting took note of information from the Secretariat on the Outcome of HELCOM AIS EWG 28-2017 including the needed revision of Recommendation 33/1 resulting from the HELCOM AIS server migration. Revision of the Recommendation will be carried ...
	2.3 The Meeting took note of the information from Sweden that the STW gets the AIS data stream via the Danish authorities and the service did not experience any interruptions as a result of the migration of the HELCOM AIS server to Norway.
	2.4 The Meeting took note that outcomes of sub-groups under the Response Working Group and other relevant HELCOM groups will be considered under corresponding agenda items.

	Agenda Item 3  Cooperation with other regional organizations
	3.1 The Meeting took note of the recent activities of the Marine Environmental Emergency Preparedness and Response Regional Activity Centre (MERRAC), one of four Regional Activity Centres (RACs) of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP) establishe...
	3.2 The Meeting took note that Peoples Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea and Russian Federation cooperate on Preparedness and Response matters within the MERRAC area, approximately in the 121⁰E to 143⁰E longitude, and from approximately 52⁰N...
	3.3 The Meeting took note of the recent activities of the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC), an activity centre of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), working to implement a dedicated protocol of t...
	3.4 The Meeting took note that REMPEC is currently interested in updating its HNS response procedures and working on spill risk assessment. A spill forecasting and decision support tool for the Mediterranean area was developed in the recent project Me...
	3.5 The Meeting took note of the information that key issues within the BONN Agreement are cost efficient SECA (and future NECA) enforcement, new low sulphur oils and the upcoming major SCOPE Exercise organised by Norway in autumn 2017  in addition to...
	3.6 The Meeting took note of the recent initiatives to identify areas for closer cooperation among the regional response cooperation organisations in Europe participating in the inter-secretariat meetings convened by EMSA.
	3.7 The Meeting agreed that at least Risk Assessments and HNS Response procedures are areas of shared interest across the participating regions.
	3.8 The Meeting took note that cooperation on joint approaches and understanding on Risk Assessments can be concretely brought forward in the 2017-18 within the HELCOM led OPENRISK project, similar activities in the MERRAC area, as well as during the ...
	3.9 The Meeting further recalled the annual meetings of the Global Meeting of the Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans and welcomed the idea of compiling a global list of regional organisations working with preparedness and response matters and ...
	3.10 The Meeting thanked the representatives of MERRAC region, Mr. Jeong-Hwan Oh and Mr. Choong-Ki Kim, as well as the representative of REMPEC, Mr. Malek Smaoui, for valuable input and for participating in the Meeting.

	Agenda Item 4  Maritime traffic
	4.1 The Meeting took note of the draft HELCOM Maritime Assessment chapter on preparedness and response to spills in the Baltic Sea (document 4-3) and that a complete draft of the comprehensive 2017 HELCOM Maritime Assessment - covering maritime traffi...
	4.2 The Meeting took note that comments to the draft Maritime Assessment can be submitted by 28 June 2017 (maritime.response@helcom.fi) after which the document will be sent for publishing approval, and released after proof reading and lay out.
	4.3 The Meeting took note of a presentation on Marine Oil Spill Risk Assessment and Development of Response Support System through Big Data Analysis by Mr Choong-Ki KIM, Korea Environment Institute (Presentation 3, document 3-3).
	4.4 The Meeting welcomed the good progress within the HELCOM-led project “Open-Source tools for regional risk assessments for improved European preparedness and response at sea” (OPENRISK, January 2017- January 2019), including the drafts for final re...
	4.5 The Meeting took note of the information on the first inter-regional OpenRisk Workshop held on 13-14 June 2017 in Helsinki, Finland. The workshop report will be circulated to the participants after the RESPONSE 23 Meeting.
	4.6 The Meeting welcomed the information that the second OPENRISK workshop will be organised on 12 October hosted by the Lisbon Agreement in Lisbon, Portugal (document 4-1).
	4.7 The Meeting also welcomed the information that REMPEC is able to host the 3rd OPENRISK workshop in Malta during spring-summer 2018.
	4.8 The Meeting requested that the OPENRISK project makes efforts that some of the risk assessment tools or methods would be available for testing by the third workshop in Malta, as a step to ensure that the project outcome will outlive the project.
	4.9 The Meeting took note that comments and suggestions to the draft outlines two OpenRisk final publications (document 4-2) are very welcome (valtteri.laine@helcom.fi).
	4.10 The Meeting took note of the update of the work within the Correspondence Group to revise HELCOM recommendation 28/3 on “Guidelines on bunkering operations and ship to ship cargo transfer of oils, subject to Annex I of MARPOL 73/78, in the Baltic...
	4.11 The Meeting recalled that while MARPOL covers only ship-to-ship cargo transfers the HELCOM Recommendation covers both ship-to-ship and bunkering activities.
	4.12 The Meeting took note that Finland has new legislation on ship-to-ship cargo transfers in preparation and work on legislation on bunkering is expected to start in autumn 2017.
	4.13 The Meeting took note of the presentation on Spill Impact Mitigation Assessment (SIMA – comparable to NEBA) by Peter Taylor, IPIECA (Presentation 4, document 3-1) and welcomed the invitation to an open webinar 6 July (10:00 UTC) to learn more of ...

	Agenda Item 5  Matters related to recent response operations
	5.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operations in Lake Mälaren, West of Stockholm, Sweden (Presentation 5) and Göta Älv, Gothenburg, Sweden (Presentation 6). The Meeting took note that in both these inland incidents the...
	5.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operation in the Riga Bay, Latvia. On May 25 2017, the Latvian Coast Guard was engaged due to a fire on board the vessel Zircon, estimated to carry 7000t of oil. Pollution was avoided...
	5.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the recent response operations in Denmark. In the first incident on 10 February 2017, approximately 30 m3 of oil was spilled from the vessel Victoria (Presentation 7). Approximately 40 km of coastline ne...
	5.4 The Meeting took note that a second incident on in NE of Skagen 27 May 2017 was a failed bunkering operation where the ship Koznitza tried to tank more heavy fuel to an already full tank. Oil was found in the open water area and it could not immed...
	5.5 The Meeting welcomed that EMSA will investigate the possibility to provide training for the relevant personnel in the Baltic Sea states.
	5.6 The Meeting took note that EMSA could consider in the future to develop e-learning tools, accessible via the EMSA website (comparable to the EAS tool), on correct procedures to send POLREPS with SSN. The Meeting recommended that in case training i...

	Agenda Item 6  National preparedness at sea and on shore
	6.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 21-2016 decided to use a reporting template suggested by EWG SHORE 12-2016 for reporting national developments including on shore, at sea and oiled wildlife response  and that RESPONSE 22-2016 agreed to use the t...
	6.2 The Meeting took note of the following information on national preparedness at sea and on shore:
	- Denmark: No new information since RESPONSE 22-2016.
	- Estonia: The national contingency plan will hopefully be signed in a few months. New vessel in May 2018.
	- European Union: (document 14-1) A procurement process to replace response capacity for the northern Baltic Sea has been launched in 2017. 72 drills and 10 international exercises have been organized in 2016 as well as training and equipment tests wi...
	- Germany: No new information since RESPONSE 22-2016.
	- Latvia: In 2017, Latvia adopted amendments to the National Contingency Plan for Cases of Pollution of Oil, Hazardous or Harmful Substances in the Sea. Amendments concern requirements regarding response operations and plans for oil platforms as it is...
	- Lithuania: There are plans to update the national contingency plan on oil spills. The update is expected to take one year. The project for procuring a new vessel has been frozen while looking for financing. A national exercise will be organized in S...
	- Russia: New vessels are being built in the government programme which is ongoing until 2020.
	- Sweden: There has been a reorganization of the Swedish Coast Guard to obtain better command and more harmonized procedures. There is a procurement of helmet dive system to be able to work in contaminated waters
	6.3 The Meeting discussed using the template in future meetings and decided to continue using the template for reporting to RESPONSE 24-2018.
	6.4 The Meeting took note of the status of the Equipment Assistance Service (EAS) deposit in the Baltic Sea, in Gdansk (document 14-1) and that there are trainings and a new e-learning module that is being developed to be made available in 2017.

	Agenda Item 7  Sub-regional co-operation
	Documents: 7-1
	7.1 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 22-2016 agreed to re-establish the Correspondence Group on the revision of Recommendation 28E/12 in order to make a revision proposal for RESPONSE 23-2017 and welcomed the offer by Denmark to lead the corresponde...
	7.2 The Meeting considered the proposal by Denmark (document 7-1) and noted that Denmark has difficulties with including explicit sub-regional targets within Recommendation 28E/12 and preferred that such capacity considerations wold be carried out wit...
	7.3 The Meeting took note of the view of Finland that sub-regional targets are helpful to define the appropriate overall regional capacity and the availability of mutual assistance all the coastal states are depending on in the case of a large-scale i...
	7.4 The Meeting took note that target spills could be even further defined as they are subject to many variables including the fact that participation of vessels in exercises, and statutory maintenance, has an effect to the achievable level of capacity.
	7.5 The Meeting recalled the information provided by Lithuania on the docking of R/V Sakiai during summer (from May till July) 2017 and welcomed similar information on the operational status of the Baltic Sea response vessels, on a voluntary basis.
	7.6 The Meeting took note of the comment by Sweden that willingness to help, and the additional security in the neighbouring countries capability to help, are among the cornerstones of regional response cooperation.
	7.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark that according to the Danish view a target spill means the size of spill used for dimensioning national response capacity for oil spills. In Denmark, the objective is to be able to counter (natio...
	7.8 The Meeting further noted the following specification from Denmark on the Danish objective:
	 “Objective” ("målsætning”) is used in Denmark instead of “target” or other word
	 "counter" is not to be interpreted as collect. For a spill of 5.000 tons statistically 20% (equals 2.000 tonnes of oily water) will be recovered at sea. Another 20% of the oil will be collected by shoreline response or by the coming shallow water re...
	 "5,000" is the numeric size of the target spill. The numeric value will vary from country to country.
	 "3 days" sets the timeframe in which the recovery should reach its' objective. Also the duration of the response operation may vary.
	 "favourable conditions" states that weather conditions should not be incorporated when assessing the effect of your response capacity. Some nations may not have mentioned under what conditions they measure the response capacity.
	7.9 The Meeting agreed to work for a joint understanding and definition of target spill, or another agreed terminology, and for this purpose compile a more in-depth analysis of use of target spills or response objectives in the Baltic Sea coastal coun...
	7.10 The Meeting agreed to re-establish the correspondence group on revision of Recommendation 28E/12 and encouraged all Contracting Parties to participate actively in the work.
	7.11 The Meeting invited the contacting parties to submit comparable information as is included in paragraph 7.8 to Denmark (pol.con.den@mil.dk) with CC to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) and Chair (heli.haapasaari@ymparisto.fi ) by 1 Sept...

	Agenda Item 8  Response on the shore and wildlife response
	Documents: 8-1
	8.1 The Meeting took note of the Outcomes of the seventh and eighth online meetings of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR 7-2017 (Annex 1) and EWG OWR 8-2017 (Annex 2)) held on 25 January 2017 and 10 May 2017 respectiv...
	8.2 The Meeting supported the plan to organize an OWR meeting in autumn 2017 in the HELCOM Secretariat premises and encouraged the Contracting Parties to take part in the meeting and the work of the group.
	8.3 The Meeting recalled that the mandate for EWG OWR has been extended until 2017 and agreed on a prolongation of the group’s mandate until 2018 to facilitate the development of national preparedness in oiled wildlife response in the region.
	8.4 The Meeting recalled that RESPONSE 22-2016 agreed on the Terms of Reference for the HELCOM expert coordination network on response on the shore (HELCOM SHORE network) and the ToR were adopted by HOD 51-2016.
	8.5 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to send an invitation to the Contracting Parties to nominate members to the SHORE network and invited the SHORE network to find a chair for 2017-2018 among the group members.
	8.6 The Meeting agreed that the first meeting of the SHORE network should be held back-to-back or partly simultaneously with the OWR meeting in autumn at the HELCOM Secretariat premises.

	Agenda Item 9  Wrecks and other submerged hazardous objects
	Documents: none
	9.1 The Meeting regretted the slow progress in reporting hazardous wreck data to Sweden, the submerged lead country on GIS/data (gunnar.moller@mil.se) as agreed by the SUBMERGED EWG, and that so far data from Sweden, Poland and Estonia is available in...
	9.2 The Meeting took note of the information from Latvia that there are only two non-hazardous wrecks in the archeological site open registry and welcomed the information that their details will be submitted to the lead country.
	9.3 The meeting took note of the information that Denmark has sent data to the Finnish co-chair on Wrecks which has not been received and requested Denmark to re-submit the data.
	9.4 The Meeting recalled that Estonia informed of the preliminary willingness to host a SUBMERGED meeting in 2017 (c.f. § 9.3 Outcome SUBMERGED 5-2016, and subsequent email correspondence) but that the EU Chairmanship would start during summer. During...
	9.5 The Meeting took note that there will be a seminar called “Wrecks as environmental risks/the legal framework” in 29-30 November 2017 in Helsinki, Finland hosted by the Finnish Environment Institute and organised by the Baltic Sea Legal Studies coo...
	9.6 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to consider hosting a HELCOM SUBMERGED  meeting back-to-back with the seminar as a possibility.
	9.7 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to contact Estonia and Finland inter-sessionally to settle the date and place of the next SUBMERGED meeting.

	Agenda Item 10  Remote Sensing
	10.1 The Meeting agreed to add Remotely Piloted Aerial Systems as a new Agenda Item under Remote Sensing for the agenda of RESPONSE 24-2018.

	10.1 Aerial surveillance
	Documents: 10.1-1, 10.1-2
	10.2 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of IWGAS 2017 (document 10.1-1).
	10.3 The Meeting recalled that according to the current system scheduling of CEPCOs should follow what has been agreed and as stated in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7: Super CEPCO Flights are biannual CEPCO flights with duration of seve...
	10.4 The Meeting took note that neither Sweden, Estonia, Germany nor Poland is available to organize a Super CEPCO in 2017 or a CEPCO in 2018 and that Denmark and Finland are not available to organize a Super CEPCO during 2017 but could look into the ...
	10.5 The Meeting considered the proposal by IWGAS 2017 to change the text in Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7 to increase the weight of Mini CEPCOs by deciding on a minimum amount and frequency of Mini CEPCOs per year, as well as decrease the requir...
	10.6 The Meeting invited the Chair of IWGAS to contact the Chair of OTSOPA regarding SUPER CEPCOs.
	10.7 The Meeting agreed to update the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I Chapter 7.7 on reporting as contained in Annex 2 of the outcome of IWGAS 2017.
	10.8 The Meeting considered the proposal for the format of the Manual to make it easier to update the contact information in Chapters 7.9 and 7.10. The Meeting suggested to move the information to chapter 1 with the other contact information. The Meet...
	10.9 The Meeting took note of the discussion held in IWGAS 2017 about the required percentage of flight hours in darkness included in the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I. The Meeting agreed that it would be worth to investigate if there is a differenc...
	10.10 The Meeting took note of the decision by IWGAS 2017 to keep the operational needs for satellite coverage in the Baltic Sea as in previous years
	10.11 The Meeting took note that the next meeting of IWGAS (IWGAS 2018) is tentatively planned to be held in April 2018 in Sweden.
	10.12 The Meeting took note that Sweden and Poland are looking into the possibility to prepare a project proposal related to techniques for identification of MARPOL Annex II substances in aerial surveillance and aerial surveillance in the enforcement ...
	10.13 The Meeting took note of the need to gather evidence on the trends of operational spills of other substances than oil (potentially MARPOL Annex II substances) in the Baltic Sea and requested IWGAS to consider compiling the available material.
	10.14 The Meeting took note of the Draft Report on discharges observed during aerial surveillance in the Baltic Sea 2016 (Presentation 9, document 10.1-2). The Meeting approved the report for publishing on the HELCOM web page after correcting the tota...

	10.2 Use of satellites for detecting illegal discharges
	Documents: 10.2-1
	10.15 The Meeting took note of the EMSA CleanSeaNet Service statistics for HELCOM region covering the period 1 January 2016-31 December 2016 (Presentation 10, document 10.2-1).

	10.3 STW/AIS/SAT model
	Documents: none
	10.16 The Meeting took note that there are no new updates from Sweden regarding the Seatrack Web (STW).
	10.17 The Meeting took note that Latvia and Lithuania are currently testing the new version of Seatrack Web and that Lithuania is planning a training on Seatrack Web.

	10.4 Investigation and prosecution of offenders of anti-pollution regulations
	Documents: none
	10.18 The Meeting took note that the work within the HELCOM MARITIME intersessional Correspondence Group (coordinator Denmark) on revision of the HELCOM Recommendation 19-14 on “A harmonized system of fines in case a ship violates anti-pollution regul...

	Agenda Item 11  Other developments in response strategies and equipment
	11.1 HNS Response
	Documents: 11.1-1, 11.1-2, 11.1-3, 11.1-4
	11.1 The Meeting took note of the draft revised HELCOM Response Manual volume II from May 2015 (document 11.1-2).
	11.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of TG HNS Manual 5 held on 29 March 2017 (document 11.1-1) and the recommendations for next steps to RESPONSE 23:
	 TG HNS Manual 5 recommended RESPONSE 23-2017 to support the idea of a joint application to the DG ECHO Call 2018, if eligible, with the Baltic Sea (HELCOM), Mediterranean (REMPEC), North Sea (BONN) as well as possibly also other regional secretariat...
	 TG HNS Manual 5 welcomed the offer from EMSA to inquire DG ECHO on the overall interest in funding such a project on a joint HNS Manual before the RESPONSE 23-2017 meeting in Helsinki (14-16 June 2017).
	 TG HNS Manual 5 considered the short-term need to replace the outdated HELCOM Response Manual Volume II, before implementation of the foreseen project, and recommended that for the short-term the revised BONN Agreement Manual on HNS response should ...
	 TG HNS Manual 5 requested the Secretariat to circulate the available drafts for the revised HELCOM Response Manual Volume II, according to the status in May 2015, to the RESPONSE 23-2017 meeting in order to be available for, inter alia, future work ...
	11.3 The Meeting supported the idea of a joint application to the DG ECHO Call 2018, if eligible, with the Baltic Sea (HELCOM), Mediterranean (REMPEC), North Sea (BONN) as well as possibly also other regional secretariats as well as member state insti...
	11.4 The Meeting took note that due to the change in DG ECHO Call rules Intergovernmental organisations could not be Lead applicants in the next years call and that a national institution should be leading the project.
	11.5 The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to inform of their willingness to lead the foreseen project proposal on HNS response manual to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) and invited the HELCOM Secretariat to contact the other Secretariat...
	11.6 The Meeting welcomed the information that EMSA had contacted DG ECHO which has informed they could consider a joint European project on a HNS response manual.
	11.7 The Meeting took note of the information received by the HELCOM Secretariat from the BONN Secretariat on ongoing work in the field of HNS Response (document 11.1-3).
	11.8 The Meeting recalled that there is a chapter covering HNS in the BONN Agreement Response Manual (http://www.bonnagreement.org/publications), the chapter has been updated later than the HELCOM Manual volume II but is limited and there are no fixed...
	11.9 The Meeting concluded that adopting the BONN material as a replacement of current Annex II, as recommended by TG HNS MANUAL 5 was not available as a short term option.
	11.10 The Meeting decided to close the TG HNS and thanked all the countries which contributed to the work, recalling that the latest outcome of the TG is available (document 11.1-2) and that the foreseen project will be a possible opportunity to conti...
	11.11 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on EKOMON project on monitoring of ecological effects of chemical spills (Presentation 11, document 11.1-4) and the invitation to nominate members for a correspondence group to be informed of t...
	11.12 The Meeting took note of the update on activities in the ChemSAR project (Presentation 12).
	11.13 The Meeting took note of the information on the HNS response services provided via EMSA, MAR-ICE and MAR-CIS. MAR-ICE agreement is being renewed with an extension for five years. MAR-CIS information sheets are available via the EMSA web portal a...

	11.2 Response to oil in ice
	Documents: 10.2-1
	11.14 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Ms Kirsten Jørgensen on the GRACE project (Presentation 13, document 10.2-1).

	11.3 Places of Refuge
	Documents: none
	11.15 The Meeting took note that a place of refuge exercise will be organised by EMSA as part of the SCOPE exercise in Norway autumn 2017. The invitations will be sent in June.

	11.4 Response at night/in bad visibility
	Documents: none
	11.16 The Meeting did not raise any matters under this Agenda item.

	11.5 Emergency towing
	Documents: none
	11.17 The Meeting took note that Germany organised emergency towing exercise on 19 May 2017. Towing vessel, multipurpose vessel, boarding team and a helicopter took part in the exercise.

	11.6 Use of dispersants
	Documents: none
	11.18 The Meeting did not raise any matters under this Agenda item

	Agenda Item 12  Exercises
	Documents: 12-1, 12-2
	12.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Russia on the detailed plans of BALEX DELTA 2017 (Presentation 14) and welcomed the information that the practical information will be distributed via Secretariat the following week. Arrival to Kalinin...
	12.2 The Meeting recalled that according to decision by RESPONSE 15-2012 the host for BALEX DELTA up to 2021 are Russia 2017, Sweden 2018, 2019 Denmark, 2020 Estonia and 2021 Finland and recalled the decision by RESPONSE 20-2015 that starting from BAL...
	12.3 The Meeting decided that the hosts for BALEX DELTA up to 2025 are: Germany 2022, Latvia 2023, Lithuania 2024, Poland 2025 and Russia 2026.
	12.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on BALEX DELTA 2018 (document 12-2). The Project has received funding from the EU and is running since 1 May 2017. Three planning conferences are anticipated and all Contracting Parties are invit...
	12.5 The Meeting considered the material on HELCOM Response Exercise Plan and extended Exercise Evaluation team developed by the informal correspondence group led by Sweden (document 12-1).
	12.6 The Meeting agreed on the outline of the HELCOM Response Exercise Plan as included in Annex 2.
	12.7 The Meeting agreed on the terms of reference of the EET (Annex 3) which is foreseen by the HELCOM Response Manual, but including also new tasks on HREP.
	12.8 The Meting agreed that the EET should focus on the sea-based exercise and that the SHORE Network should have responsibility to help the EET in evaluating any on shore exercises held in conjunction with the BALEX DELTA.
	12.9 The Meeting decided to test the new EET in BALEX DELTA 2018 with the members consisting of Russia, Sweden, Denmark and Estonia and that the chair of the EET group in 2018 will be Denmark, deviating from the general rule in the ToRs included in An...
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